
27 May 2021 

Dear Russell  

Petition P-06-1250 Open a full hospital facility, including an A&E department in mid Wales 

The Petitions Committee considered the above petition at our meeting on 9 May, alongside 

correspondence from the Minister for Health and Social Services and the petitioner. 

At the meeting members acknowledged the genuine concerns raised by the petitioner, however, in 

light of the Minister’s response, there was little further the Committee can do to take the petition 

forward and agreed to close the petition. In closing the petition, members agreed to write to you to 

highlight the petition and forward the correspondence, attached to this letter, received from the 

Minister and the petitioner. 

Further information about the petition, including related correspondence, is available on our website 

at: https://business.senedd.wales/ieIssueDetails.aspx?IId=38713&Opt=3.  

If you have any queries, please contact the Committee clerking team at the e-mail address below, or 

on 0300 200 6454. 

Yours sincerely 

Jack Sargeant MS 

Chair 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg. 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. 

Y Pwyllgor Deisebau 
— 
Petitions Committee 

Senedd Cymru 
Bae Caerdydd, Caerdydd, CF99 1SN 

Deisebau@senedd.cymru 
senedd.cymru/SeneddDeisebau  

0300 200 6565 

— 
Welsh Parliament 

Cardiff Bay, Cardiff, CF99 1SN 
Petitions@senedd.wales  

senedd. wales/SeneddPetitions 
0300 200 6565 

Russell George MS  

Chair  

Health and Social Care Committee 

Tŷ Hywel  

Cardiff Bay 

CF99 1SN 
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P-06-1250 Open a full hospital facility, including an A&E department in mid 

Wales, Correspondence – Petitioner to Committee, 31.03.22 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
I am replying regarding  your recent email and attached document, relating to my petition  for a 
general hospital with A&E facilities within the mid wales area. 
 
Thank you for the reply and the opportunity for this to be heard. 
 
With regard to the attached document, yes powys is a very rural community, however that should 
not mean that the local communities who live there should have 2nd class medical facilities. 
 
At present, member of the powys community  from Newtown have to travel a 100 mile round 
journey to Telford, due to cut back's in the Shrewsbury hospital for many routine hospital facilities 
and small procedures.  
 
The nearest A&E department is a 60 mile round trip to Shrewsbury.   
 
Finally with regard to the ambulance coverage In the mid wales area, the ambulance service is 
stretched to its limits, doing everything they can, however this still leaves instances of people 
waiting up to 8 hours for an ambulance, often then arriving too late to save the patient as there is 
another 30 mile trip to Shrewsbury, or a 50 mile trip to Telford hospital.  
 
Why should we have to rely on England's NHS ? 
 
I also wish to highlight you to the fact we have to use the Shropshire "out of hours" doctors service, 
Shropshire, as there are no out of hours doctors facilities in the area. 
 
We are basically a second class nation within our own country. 
 
Please consider the upgrade of medical services, and the possibility of a general hospital in mid 
wales. 
 



Eluned Morgan AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol 
Minister for Health and Social Services 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1SN 

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre: 
0300 0604400 

Gohebiaeth.Eluned.Morgan@llyw.cymru 
Correspondence.Eluned.Morgan@gov.wales 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding. 

Eich cyf/Your ref P-06-1250 
Ein cyf/Our ref EM/00366/22 

Jack Sargeant MS 
Chair - Petitions Committee 
Senedd Cymru 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF99 1SN 

31 March 2022 

Dear Jack, 

Thank you for your letter of 20 January on behalf of Andrew Wallace regarding a petition to 
open a district general hospital with A&E facilities in mid Wales. 

The Welsh Government sets the strategic direction for health services in Wales, with Powys 
teaching Health Board being responsible for the planning and delivery of healthcare 
services which meets the needs of the population they serve.  I would of course expect the 
health board to ensure its population has timely access to safe, sustainable, high-quality 
healthcare in the most appropriate setting. 

Due to the size of the population and the rurality, it is not considered viable for there to be a 
district general hospital in Powys. The very rural nature of Powys means that the majority of 
local services are provided locally, through GPs and other primary care services, community 
hospitals and community services. The health board is looking at repatriating a number of 
outpatient services and bringing them closer to home and are using in-reach services, which 
means that patients don’t have to travel.  It also carries out a number of day case 
procedures locally, and it is generally only inpatient treatments where patients need to travel 
to a general hospital.  However, the health board continues to explore how it can further 
develop these services. 

In terms of the provision of ambulance services, the Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust 
(WAST) recognises the historic challenges of delivering equity of service across all parts of 
Wales, particularly in rural areas where it is difficult to predict the focus of demand and road 
networks can impact on the speed of response. 
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In 2018, the Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust and the Emergency Ambulance 
Services Committee (EASC) jointly commissioned an independent demand and capacity 
review to inform future configuration of resources and staffing across Wales.  Informed by 
the recommendations from this review, the Trust began the process of undertaking a 
national roster review in April 2021, to ensure its staff and resources are best placed 
geographically to deliver a responsive and equitable emergency ambulance service across 
all parts of Wales.   
 
The roster review is part of a suite of improvement actions informed by the demand and 
capacity review which are being implemented by the Trust in collaboration with health 
boards and other partners, all of which impact significantly on the service provided to 
patients.  These include:  

o Increased investment; 
o Increased capacity, including recruitment of frontline staff; 
o Improved internal processes;  
o Increased focus on reducing handover delays; and 
o Increased clinical pathways. 

 
In a recent stakeholder briefing issued to all Members of the Senedd, the Trust’s chief 
executive provides assurance that every area of Wales will benefit from increased 
resources following the review, though the make-up of vehicles (i.e. emergency 
ambulances, rapid response vehicles (RRVs)) operating in those areas may change in line 
with the review’s recommendations, and resources may operate at different times and from 
different ambulance stations than currently. 
 
A rural impact assessment has also been undertaken, which demonstrates that all counties 
designated as rural by Welsh Government (Anglesey, Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Conwy, 
Denbighshire, Gwynedd, Monmouthshire, Pembrokeshire and Powys) will receive 
investment; i.e. an increase in staff numbers to support timely ambulance response in those 
areas. 
 
The new rosters for all stations in Wales will begin to be implemented from September 2022 
and I expect the Trust to keep rosters under ongoing review to ensure there is equity of 
service across all parts of Wales and no adverse impact on responsiveness, staff and 
patient experience, or clinical outcomes. 
 
Should changing circumstances within Powys, such as an exponential growth in population 
suggest the future need to establish a full district hospital, it would be for the health board to 
consider in the first instance. 
 
I hope this information is helpful for you and your petitioners. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Eluned Morgan AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol 
Minister for Health and Social Services 
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